[Contact dermatitis caused by acetazolamide under occlusion].
Acetazolamide is a carbonic anhydrase inhibitor used topically for local secondary treatment of posttraumatic or postoperative edema. Two women had contact dermatitis, secondarily extensive, after local cutaneous use of acetazolamide under a compression panty after liposuction. The eruption disappeared after acetazolamide was stopped and local treatment administered. Cutaneous tests were positive for acetazolamide. Local allergic reactions are mentioned in the monograph on topical acetazolamide. Cases of contact dermatitis from this drug have not so far been published, but French adverse drug reaction reporting data include 10 other cases of eczema or rash at the application site. In one of these, a positive reaction was observed on readministration, and in 2 cases allergy skin tests were positive. The application of the drug under occlusion, which is contraindicated, may have contributed to spreading the lesions. Cases have also been described with another carbonic anhydrase inhibitor, dorzolamide, used in ophthalmology.